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Revitalization movement of an immigration community
made by the ecological migration policy in China:
A case of Bainuul village in Inner Mongolia

Sumiya (Kyoto University)

When the ecological migration policy of 2001 was initiated in Inner Mongolia
by the national government of China, villagers were forced to abandon and move out
of their pasture land and relocate to live in an immigration community in a city. The
policy aimed to prevent desertification by prohibiting herds to graze in pastures and
coercively move villagers to another place, where they would be able to gain an
economically better life after the migration. However, the villagers were faced with
severe poverty and a decline of solidarity among community members. The author was
born and raised in Bainuul village where the policy was implemented in 2002 and his
family members are still living in one of these immigrant communities.

This paper reported my experiences from 2005 to 2008 during the community
revitalization movement that was initiated my strong desire to improve economic and
social situations in the immigration community. A small group of young villagers
became inspired to join me in my efforts to assist this community. All villagers in
Bainuul were forced to move to an urban area 30 kilometers away and live together.
They had to change their occupation from the pastoral herding of dozens of Mongolian
cows to raising several Holstein cows in an animal housing. It was a huge economic
burden to pay for the maintenance of expensive Holstein cows. Everyday life became
impossible without money: even milk which had been used for domestic consumption
became a commercial product and had to be purchased rather than obtained from their
own animals. Original autonomous households were destroyed because all villagers
were forced to live collectively in a common housing complex. This added to the loss
of social structure and solidarity of the community.

Initially, 1 introduced the active movement in one of the other immigration
villages called Orikke village. With several young villagers who were motivated by
the information in the introduction, we established a milk processing factory to break
down the monopoly of the company that had been authorized by the government. We
also disseminated our movement by appearing on television and in radio programs and
by inviting university students to receive practical training in our community. Our
community slowly regained solidarity by implementing these activities.

At the end of this paper, [ analyzed our movement depending on Osawa’s theory
of social norm. Specifically, | argued that transmission of the norm sustaining active
movement from the outside into the inside and from the inside into the outside was
critical to revitalize a community.
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